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We are often asked by Customers whether they should have fuel additives supplied with their fuel. Please 
read the following and you will be able to make an informed decision whether to or not: 
 
Aftermarket fuel additives are sold for various reasons, to keep your oil tank clean, to give the fuel a longer 
shelf life, to make your boiler more efficient, require less maintenance and suffer from fewer breakdowns 
and to help your AGA style cooker last until its service is due. But why should they be needed? 
 
Kerosene as a fuel has changed considerably over the last decade or so for various reasons but it is now 
commonly accepted that the fuel will degrade at a much quicker rate than before and as the fuel degrades, 
gums and resins amongst other things drop out of the fuel and form what is commonly known as “tank 
sludge” Aftermarket premium heating oil additives are sold and claim to stop this process happening by 
using antioxidants to slow down the rate of degradation and also detergents and dispersants to hold these 
contaminants in suspension and prevent them from clumping and forming bigger particles and to stop 
them from settling at the bottom of the tank. By keeping these contaminates microscopic, they pass 
through fuel filters supposedly to be burnt off during the combustion process. Whilst this may be a valid 
situation in a clean oil tank and clean fuel supply line, if the tank or oil supply line has any contamination in 
it, the strong cleaning effect of the additives can then cause problems as large amounts of tank sludge are 
broken down and passed through fuel filters, some of this may settle within the oil supply, some of it will 
separate in the fuel pump because of the temperature and friction within it and cause problems with the 
oil pump and burner nozzle or could cause general combustion difficulties as well as increased or rapid 
carbon formation in Vaporising burners used in AGA type cookers. All of the things they claim the additive 
prevents from happening. 
As we have had over a decade of less stable fuel being stored in our Oil tanks as well as in Oil Companies 
depot storage tanks, most oil tanks will have a high degree of tank sludge at the bottom of the tank. Even if 
the Oil tank has been replaced recently the existing fuel supply line will contain aged fuel and sediment as 
would any fuel from the old tank, that has been put back into the new tank. 
 
Some Oil Companies supply an additive that is designed for the “AGA” market but is also suitable for 
boilers, but some of them are supplying Premium Heating Oil additives to customers with AGA type 
cookers, even though the additive company specifies they are not to be used for this purpose. Others 
supply additives that claim to help AGA type cooker or claim that they are approved by AGA. For a period 
around 2009 AGA did recommend the use of one particular fuel additive, but the condition of its use was 
the oil tank had to be drained, cleaned and purged before the additive was used, this was because of the 
strong cleaning effect mentioned above. No one followed this advice and as a result there was more 
problems caused after using the additive than there was before and as a result AGA stopped 
recommending additives. In a recent email from AGA they told us “AGA do not recommend the use of 
any additive, only standard kerosene”. 
 
If the aged fuel and sediment produced by it is the cause of many of the industry problems, then having 
your oil tank, oil supply line cleaned and flushed and the fuel within the tank filtered down to a much 
better level could also improve many of the problems within the Industry. 
 
 
The first question you should ask yourself before using an aftermarket additive is whether you have been 
experiencing a problem that the additive claims to rectify, because if you aren’t, will you actually benefit 
from its use and the additional costs incurred by purchasing it, and if you do have a problem that it claims 
to fix, is there a chance that your oil tank and fuel supply is clean enough to use an additive without 
potentially causing other problems? 




